
1.  Statement  

 

 

 
 

Teaching through   

 

Living History  
 

is an amazing way  
 to inspire learning  

for all ages.  

 

 

 

At St. Catherineõs Military Academy 
Our Goal:   to provide a rich and motivational cross -curriculum approach for teaching students 

about the di fferent aspects of the United States Civil War  
 

Our Objective : by focusing on the New Market skirmish of May 1864, students will experience 

learning about the Civil War through the facilitation of Living History  
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SCMA wishes to salute  Vir ginia Military Institute, New Market Historical Battlefields and Historical Parks, and the 
Hall of Valor Civil War Museum at New Mar ket.  Without their foresight and dedication to preserving their place in 
history, the events that took place in May 1864, would not have been accurately depicted in the 21 st  century.  
 

Disclaimer:  By no means does SCMA endorse the acts of war or solicit students for  VMI  
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2.  The Three Wõs 

Learning and Teaching  
 

about the Civil War can be  

 effortless .  
 

          Experiencing it . . .  

                      is priceless!  

  

 

What is a Re-enactment?  

It is an interpretation or  a performance of an historical event and where 
the participants recreate aspects of that historical period. The Civil War 

re-enactors travel from all parts of California and are associated primarily 
with Fort  Tejon Historical Association , coordinated by the Washington 
Artillery.

 

 
 

Why  Living History?    

It is about talking, walking, and lea rning together. It is about taking, 
teaching, and learning beyond the classroom.  Stroll through the 

encampments of the two armies, meet President Lincoln, visit a field 
hospital, share some goobers with the southern boys, smell the pine of 
the open campfi res, and the bacon on the griddle.  Try playing our òTrivia 

Challenge.ó It will provoke interaction with our historians and provide an 
opportunity to be transformed back into the 19 th  century.

 

 

W here is the Place?  

St. Catherineõs Military Academy 
(SCMA) is 120 -years -old and is 
located four miles north of 

Disneyland, just past the 
intersection of Lincoln Ave. or two 

miles south of the 91 Fwy.  Park  
in the st ructure located at the 
intersection of Lincoln Ave. and 

Harbor Blvd.
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3.  Brief Overview of the Event  
 

St. Catherineõs Civil War Re-enactment  
 

St. Catherineõs provides a setting that gives a glimpse of what life was like during a very 
difficult and tryin g time in American history. The idle talk around the campfires, the 
authenticity of costumes, and the characters portrayed by the re -enactors, will provoke 

enthusiasm and inspire learning for students of all ages.
  

SCMA is committed to  learning.   In order for 
students to experience the maximum opportunity 
of learning through attendance at this event, 

SCMA provides an online study guide to teachers 
and students.  In addition, we also offer free 

classroom presentations prior to the events .   

 

òLiving Historyó  
Stimulates! It entices! It intrigues!  

 

Teaching and learning  has been elevated to new 
levels through advanced technology.  This has 

generated demand for more realistic programs. Nothing can compare to what òLiving 
Historyó has to of fer. There are no lesson plans or homework.  It is learning through 
immersion that impacts all the senses and touches the soul.  

 

Blessings  
 

We are pleased  that the Diocese of Orange has endorsed SCMA as a school that has been 
instrumental in providing a u nique and valuable learning setting for public and parochial 
schools in the Orange County and Los Angeles areas.  

 

Setting  
 

For two days  the SCMA campus and parade 
grounds will be transformed into a giant 

classroom and sent back in time to 1862.  
There is  the smell of bacon sizzling on a grill 
over an early morning campfire.  Officersõ 

tents are buzzing with activity. Cavalry 
horses are being readied. Caissons are 
loaded and cannons are rolled onto the field. 

A bugle sounds for roll call and men scurry 
to Muster. There are assorted uniforms of 

Johnny Rebs from the South and German -
speaking Federals from New York.   
       

A cannon fires and smoke silhouettes the 
ensuing battle. The armies rally, engage, 

and when the smoke clears, there is 
devastation. Fina lly, one lone young boy of 

13 years will step onto the battlefield and 
plays Taps to honor the fallen.  
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Re-enactors & òSutlersó 
 

There will be approximately  250 historical re -enactors participating in this unique event. 
The Federals (U nion Troops) will be camped out on the Infirmary lawn in the middle of the 

school, while the Confederates (Southern Troops, CSA) will be camped out on the front lawn. 
These dedicated actors will live, eat, sleep, and breathe the specific characters that th ey 

portray for the entire duration of the event. The Mercantile will be open for trade, as several 
sutlers will be selling their wares.  Independent hands -on activities and demonstrations will 
be conducted throughout the day at various locations.   

 

~    M orning Activities    ~  
 

 
Presenting VMIõs school flag to the 

Confederate Army  

Inspection of the Troops  
 

Before the skirmish begins , all the re -enactors will 
be mustered onto the battlefield. Muskets will be 
individually inspected and a ll artillery units will 

conduct safety checks.  Once the òall clearó is given, 
both armies will be presented for inspection.  At the 

conclusion of the inspection, the Commander of the 
Confederate Army will be presented with a replica of 
the Virginia M ilita ry Institute ( VMI ) school flag.  It is 

significant to this skirmish for it will represent the 
cadets of VMI.    

 

Re-enactment - New Market Skirmish  
 

The setting for this skirmish takes place in May 
1864. The field of battle lies in the middle of the 

Shena ndoah Valley outside the small hamlet of New Market, Virginia. Northern Federal 
troops have begun a major assault down through the valley.  General Lee of the 
Confederacy has ordered General John Breckenridge to defend the valley at all costs. With 

limited  manpower and supplies, General Breckenridge makes a resourceful decision to 
recruit the young cadets of Virginia Military Institution. As VMI is located at the southern 

end of the valley, the cadets make a hastened eighty -mile march north to New Market.  It is 
here on the rain soaked battlefield of May 15, that ten young cadets will sacrifice their 
lives and  die on the òField of Honor.ó   
 

Our 21 st century students will witness the heroic acts of the 

VMI cadets as they overtake the Federal forces, capture  a 
cannon, and raise their schoolõs flag in triumph. 
 

After this brief victorious skirmish by the Confederates, 

there will be a tribute to the fallen cadets of VMI. 
Referenced in the study guide, summarized in the book the 
Ghost Cadet , and remembered every  May 15 at VMI, the 

ceremonial roll call will be presented by the cadets of St. 
Catherineõs.  It will conclude by the playing of Taps, which 

honors the fallen.  
 

The conclusion of the first re -enactment will end with a 
Pass in Review  of all Northern and So uthern troops and 
witnessed by President Abraham Lincoln, General Grant, 
General Lee, and local dignitaries .  
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~    Mid -Day Activities    ~  
 

There are a variety of opportunities for everyone  
 

 Personally interact with the troops  

 Play the  Trivia Challenge quiz  
Find out what is under Gen. Leeõs cot 

 Interview a soldier.  Find out where he is 
from, how much does his get paid, ask 
about his equipment.  

 Engage in conversation about social issues 
and the causes of the great war  

 Sample òhardtackó  

 Check out the medical instruments in the 
field hospital  

 Find out the importance of a òcamp 
laundressó 

 Ask to see the camp Chaplinõs bible 

 Listen to President Abraham Lincoln give 
his Gettysburg Address  

 Observe an artillery presentation  

 Watch an Infantry drill  

 Shop at the Mercantile and try on vintage 
clothing  

 Listen to 1860õs country music 

 Participate in traditional folk dancing  

 Watch a fashion show of vintage dress  

 Ask the camp cook for his favorite recipe  

 Find out what is carried in a haversack  

 Ask a c avalryman about his horse saddle  

 Visit United States Balloon Corps  

 Notice the different uniforms of the south  
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Gettysburg Address  
 

President Abraham Lincoln wanted every 
person to understand the price of freedom and 
how much we owed the brave soldiers who died 

at Gettysburg.  Arriving by train from 
Washington, this gentle giant of a man will 
walk among the masses.  Deeply moved by 

what he has witnessed on the Gettysburg 
Battlefield, he will rise to the balcony to deliv er 

his historical address.  
 
 

Field Surgeon  
 
Visit a Field Hospital.    

Listen to the surgeon as he describes 
what took place in a field hospital. When 

the civil war broke out there were limited 
doctors who were trained surgeons. As 
the war progressed it b ecame apparent 

that some sort of "manual" was needed 
for doctors to perform their duties on the 
battlefield. The bullet or Minie Ball that 

struck a soldier, could shatter a bone, 
but neither the less, it carried into the 

wound dirt and bacteria.   Amputati on 
began the most common operation 
during the Civil War.  

 

     Trivia Challenge 

 
The surgeon demonstrates an instrument called 
a òbullet probeó.  The porcelain tip made a 
characteristic sound when it hit a bullet.  

An 1860õs scavenger hunt provides a va riety of opportunities for everyone to personally 
interact with the troops. The worksheet is provided by SCMA and everyone is encouraged to 
play Trivia Challenge .  It is best described as a history scavenger hunt.   
 

Students will have to engage in a conve rsation with an enlisted soldier to ask the prepared  
questions from the Trivia Challenge.  They will 
learn, as an example, specific details about 

hardships, duties, and responsibilities the 
enlisted solider had to endure. They will learn 
about the diffe rences in uniforms, about his 

rations, and perhaps what he carries in his 
haversack. The students will experience first 

hand the contrast between the Northern and 
Southern camps. They will need to find Gen. Lee 
and ask him what he kept under his cot when 

t raveling with his army.  The students will 
observe a field hospital and have an opportunity 
to speak with a surgeon.  The Trivia Challenge 

allows students to work and learn together.
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~    Afternoon Activities    ~  
 

Re-enactment ð a Union Victory  
 

 

 
In t he afternoon, the battlefield  becomes 
the setting for a decisive Union victory.  It is 

the beginning of the end for the Confederate 
Army. The impoverished Confederate troops, 

weakened by dwindling supplies and limited 
manpower, are desperately seeking to e scape 
to the South by railroad.   
 

The Federal Army, anticipating and 

restricting General Leeõs every movement, 
out -flank the remaining Army of Northern 

Virginia on all fronts.  Surrender of the 
Confederacy is inevitable.  

 

~    SCMA campus closes at 3:00     ~ 
 

This event is sponsored by  
 

The Washington Artillery of New Orleans Re -enactors  
And supported by the American Civil War Society  

 

The Washington Artillery , like many other units who participate in this event, is b ased at Ft. Tejon State 

Historical  Park, CA. The Fort Tejon is located on the Grapevine (I -5) between Los Angeles and Bakersfield.  Since artillery 
played a pivotal role in almost every major engagement of the Civil War, the Washington Artillery has been invaluable to the 
authenticity of t he re -enactment.    
 

 Ne
w 

The ACWS is one of the largest Civil War re -enact ing associations in Southern California, boasting an 

annual membership, by year -end, of about 800 re -enactors. It is a family oriented, nonprofit, organization 
dedicated to educating the public through both military and civilian impression. http://www.acws.net/  

 

SCMA is privileged to recognize these men and women who have dedicated their time 
and resources to the preservation of our countryõs past by educating us through  

òLiving History.ó 
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We will come to your classro om!  
 

We are offering our services to classroom teachers because we are committed to creating a greater 

appreciation and knowledge for those students who attend.  The free classroom presentation is 

approximately 20 to 30 minutes long and includes a brief explanation about events that lead up to the New 

Market skirmish, the skirmish itself, and the key role of the VMI cadets. It also provides critical 

information of how the skirmish will be played out on the battlefield and what the students need to look 

for.   Last year we were most successful with this classroom approach and we are eager to engage new 

students of all ages.   Please call SCMA to schedule a presentation. 

 

 
 

We sincerely urge you  
 

to take time out  
 

to witness this event  
 

and encourage your   
 

students, their families  
 

 and friends to enjoy  
 

this most unique   
 

opportunity  for all ages.  

 
 

Talking,  
walking, and learning  

together is a wonderful way  
to explore history.  
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4.  Classroom Credit  
~ For students who attend and participate in the Trivia Challenge ~ 

 

A Trivia Challenge Worksheet will be provided for every student who attends 

and will be located at the Information Booth. 
 

IMPORTANT:   Each year the Trivia Challenge is written the night before the event and the questions are 

based on those re-enactors who are in attendance.  Using a previous worksheet from other years might cause 

confusion and frustration for students when they are unable to complete the worksheet. 

 

Dear Teachers,  
 

 SCMA will attempt to have student tickets to your school the week of the event  
 

 It is suggested that students observe one battle and be on campus approximately two hours to receive credit 
 

 

High School Class Credit: 
 

 At the Information Booth : 
 

 Students need to sign-in under school name. 
 

 A Trivia Challenge will be provided by SCMA. 
 

 Attendance Passes will be stamped at the 

booth.

 

 

Elementary School Class Credit: 
 

 Do not need to sign in. 

 

 SCMA will provide students with the  

Trivia Challenge work sheet, which will be 

available at the Information Booth. 

 

 Schools requesting Attendance Passes will be 

stamped at the booth. 

 
 

We are looking forward to seeing you!  
Please do not hesitate to call if you need more tickets. 

SCMA  (714) 772-1363 
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